
For the Love of Children Society of Alberta • December 2012

Campus Calgary/Open Minds, of which the 
Aero Space School is a part, won this year’s 
Mayor’s Excellence Award for continuing to 
positively impact the education of our children. 

In September 2012, the Calgary Board of Ed
ucation’s Campus Calgary/Open Minds pro
gram was also honored at the International 
Partnership Network Conference with two 
Global Best Awards in the “partnerships that 
demonstrate capacity building, leadership and 
innovation” category and the Overall Glob
al Best Award for the Americas. This year’s 
awards took place in Durban, South Africa.

FTLOCS provided $26,800.00 (2012/2013 
school year) in funding to support the Muse
um’s educational programs including teachers’ 
salaries and student transportation, enabling 
many schools that do not have the funds to 
partake in this learning program.

The Campus Calgary Aerospace School pro
gram allows eight classes of students every 

In December 2011 our team of Santa’s help
ers headed out to Brocket, Alberta, with a 
truck loaded with gifts consisting of 80 bikes 
and track suits to make Christmas special 
for children from the Piikani Youth Centre.  
Bow Cycle’s Annual Bikes for Kids Program 
makes this donation possible each year.
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Over the years, Ashid Bahl has been recognized 
for his volunteering efforts in enriching the 
lives of disadvantaged children. This year was 
no exception when he was honored with Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee 
Medal and Volunteer Calgary’s ‘Heart of 
Calgary' Award  for his outstanding lifetime 
contributions. To cap off the year, he received 
the Community Leader Award at the first 
Prime Minister’s Volunteer Awards (PMVA) at 
a ceremony on Parliament Hill in December. 

Volunteering From the Heart: Ashid Bahl Recognized for 
Commitment to Children

KENYA

MASAI MARA SCHOOL 
OPENS FOR OVER 100 KIDS

For The Love of Children Society has been 
helping children in Canada and around the 
world for over 30 years. We have 74 schools 
and orphanages around the world and help 
war-torn countries and countries hit with 
natural disasters. We support children  
in areas including Haiti, India, Cambodia,  
Sri Lanka, Kashmir, Afghanistan, and Peru.
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Society of Alberta
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If you would like to make a tax deductible donation, please make 
your cheque payable to :

For the Love of Children Society of Alberta
P.O. Box 62001, RPO Hawkwood
Calgary, Alberta T3G 5S7
tel. 403.232.6010 fax. 403.232.1030 
email. fortheloveofchildrensociety@telus.net
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CANADA

BOW CYCLE'S  
ANNUAL BIKES FOR KIDS

EL SALVADOR

RUBEN'S SOCCER  
ACADEMY: PROJECT HOPE
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Our new Masai Mara School in the Rift Valley 
(Ashid Bahl EITY School) for the Masai Tribe 
in Kenya. Daniel Teyiaa has been working 
hard to get things going for the school and has 
done a great job. The school now has 2 class
rooms, offices, 2 toilets, furniture, teaching 
and school supplies.   

“I would like to thank you Mr. Ashid Bahl for 
everything you have done for us. You have 
provided better education for our children, 
now we have a school which is closer to all 
villages not like before when our children left 
their homes at 5.00am and reached the gov-
ernment school at 9.30am, now the children 
walk only 2 kilometers/500 metres from their 
homes. Ashid you have comforted our life by 
also providing foods like maize meal, sugar, 
tea, rice, beans, cooking  oil, milk sold in pack-
ets for drought season and the 263 goats that 
provide milk for maasai little babies. May God 
bless you, For the Love of Children Society and 
Canada in general,” Daniel Ole Teyiaa.
wAshid Bahl in Ottawa receiving his Prime 

Minister’s Volunteer Award from Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper accompanied by Diane Finley

Above: Students with their new text books; 
Below: Students study in their new classroom.

CALGARY

FTLOCS AERO SPACE SCHOOL AND MUSEUM
year to bring their classroom to the museum 
and on occasion get an opportunity to hear 
Mr. Bahl’s inspirational talk. 

“The speaker that really touched me the most 
was Ashid Bahl and his talk about work with 
the “For the Love of Children Foundation.” I 
think that this really was inspirational for the 
children because, not only was he committed 
to a life of helping others, but he is someone 
the kids can relate to. He is not a wealthy man. 
He is a regular person with an extraordinary 
heart. He does not have much, but what he 
does have he uses to help others in need. He 
spoke on a level that the students could un-
derstand and encouraged that they consider 
others before themselves. What an important 
lesson to learn! This is a concept that can be 
told, but to be actually shown in this way is 
an experience the students will take with them 
throughout their lives"– comments from Uni-
versity of Calgary student teacher with Cam-
brian Heights Elementary Class.
(Neta Sharma) 

SANTA ANA, EL SALVADOR
The Santa Ana Recreational Facility in San
ta Ana, El Salvador has a great deal to offer 
to the community but is very run down after 
years of neglect and gang activity. The facility 
houses two outdoor basketball courts, an out
door soccer field, two soccer fields with arti
ficial turf, and one multipurpose court. With 
only one city maintenance worker, no hose or 
lawn mower, and lack of equipment, the facil
ity needed help to once more become the cen
tre of children's activity for the community. 

Calgary's Ruben's Soccer Academy, with help 
from FTLOCS, funded a community clean up  
project to refurbish the 25 yearold facility. 

On July 28, 2012 the city of Santa Ana held a
kickoff ceremony, with the mayor of San
ta Ana and the vice minister of sports of El 
Salvador in attendance. Work began imme
diately, with  the children picking up all the 
garbage – quick work with so many kids!

With the cleaning done, everyone scrubbed 
and painted the walls. Canadian and Salva
dorian adults and kids worked side by side 
toward a common goal: giving the facility a 
facelift! By the end of the day, the walls were 
cleaned, and a mural depicting the children 
(painted by the kids) decorated the walls. 

Also donated were soccer equipment, souve
nirs, tooth brushes and tooth paste. We even 
played a friendly soccer match between the 
Salvadorian and the Canadians!! 

The work that we could not complete in our 
short stay – paving and patching holes, more 
painting – was left for the city and the com
munity to complete. The city of Santa Ana 
will provide the labour. Funds that were not 
used that day will be used to run a conces
sion which will raise money for a lunch pro
gram and uniforms. 

Overall, it was a very successful project. We 
have impacted the whole community for 
generations to come. (Kari Chan)

Kids help to paint the walls in  Santa Ana, El Salvador. 

Society members bring bikes to  
The Piikani Youth Centre.
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CANADA

STARS AND SUPPORTERS COME OUT IN  
BOLLYWOOD STYLE TO RAISE $47,350.00  
FOR PASSAGE TO INDIA MISSION 

Our June 9, 2012 Charity Gala and Live Auction was truly a mesmerizing evening as guests 
arrived in their colorful saris and suits to experience a Bollywood night complete with henna 
tattoos, tasty curries, interactive dancing and live entertainment. Thank you to all our star 
volunteers, members, donors and sponsors. Between ticket sales, a live auction and various 
donations, your generosity helped us to raise $47,350.00. These funds will help us to provide 
ongoing educational support to our many schools and orphanages in India when we embark 
on our 2013 mission to share some hope and give those less fortunate the tools to create a 
better future for themselves. (Neta Sharma)

Society members pose Bollywood Style 
In our sixth year, we provided the Safe Chil-
dren Mission in Chandragiri with education
al supplies, uniforms and food for the year. 
Agent: Milan Kumar Nayak

AFRICA

NAIROBI, KENYA
Our member Elias Mwangi helped to pur
chase uniforms and sports equipment to 
the Kamaguta Secondary School in Nairobi, 
Kenya with funds provided by the Society.

ATAR, SOUTH SUDAN
Agaak Primary School in the village of Atar, 
South Sudan was helped this year with much 
needed educational supplies. 500 children 
will benefit from our help. There is a need to 
raise more funds in the future to improve the 
structural outlook of the school and provide 
furniture. We would like to thank our mem
ber Monybany Dau for all his hard work.
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THANK YOU
to our key sponsors in the past year
Owen Hart Foundation Fund (The Calgary Foundation’s Grant); Glen Rumpel 
(Rumpel Family Charitable Fund); EllisDon Construction Services Inc.;  
Jamie Strain c/o Sandlewood Developments Ltd.: Mukesh & Kalpna 
Patel; Sam Kolias (The Mother Teresa Endowment Fund c/o The Calgary 
Foundation); Aqueduct Foundation c/o Scotiatrust; Leonard B. Smith;  
Homes By Avi (Canada) Inc.; Drs. Ronald M. Young & Lilly Wouters; Cenovus 
Employee Foundation; Wayne Henuset c/o Vintage Fund at The Calgary 
Foundation; Willow Park Wine & Spirits; and Neena Hardman.

INTERNATIONAL

UPDATES ON NEW AND ONGOING OVERSEAS PROJECTS
CANADA

STROLLER PURCHASED  
FOR 8-YEAR OLD BOY

CANADA

FTLOCS HELPS KIDS  
GO TO CAMP

CANADA

ONGOING ASSISTANCE 
TO INFANTS AT ALBERTA 
CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

ASIA

KABUL, AFGHANISTAN
The Rawnaq Middle School in Kabul, Af
ghanistan holds about 1,911 students and 
the majority of them are girls. The Society 
provided funds for a gazebo, as well as school 
supplies for the students such as whiteboard, 
notebooks, pens, pencils, binders, etc. 

Thanks to our agent Roya Naderi, who has 
sent this report: “Completed project it went 
very well, thanks for your help and support for 
afghan kids, I really appreciated. Suriya one of 
the students said it is very important for a girl 
especially in Afghanistan to get education to 
build this country for the future generation."

AHMEDNAGAR, INDIA
We are helping to construct the Ahmednagar 
Junior College at the same site as the Ahmed
nagar School. We had previously helped to 
build the primary and secondary schoolIt 
will cost a further $42,000.00.

ORISSA, INDIA
The Ashid Bahl Children's Home in Orissa, 
India received further assistance for food and 
shelter for the 75 children.

AMERICAS
MONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA
Our new agent for Jamaica and member, 
Hartel Goulbourne, has provided school 
supplies with the Society’s help to our new 
Montego Bay School.

SANTAFE PATUCA, HONDURAS
We constructed a new school for 50 children 
in Santafe Patuca, Honduras. Ashid Bahl, 
Corina Varela, Peter Cooper and Tina Bahl 
were present at the opening ceremonies. We 
would like to thank our new members Cori
na and Peter for their hard work.

We also helped other schools in Honduras 
such as Ramon Rosa, German Andrade and 
Jose Cecilio Del Valle by providing desks, 
teaching materials and teachers’ salaries.

CUSCO, PERU
Ashid Bahl School in Cusco, Peru was helped 
by repairing classroom walls, roof, flooring 
and constructing more classrooms; we are 
in the final stages of the construction. Ash
id Bahl, Maria Mora and Iris went to Peru 
in February to oversee the hiring of the con
tractors to ensure the work gets done accord
ing to the contract.

The repairs and the extra room will cost us 
$8,000.00. Funds in the amount of $6,000.00 
were provided from Aqueduct Foundation c/o 
Scotiatrust through our member Iain Stewart.

A MacLaren Major Special Needs Stroller at 
a cost of $1,254.00 was purchased to address 
the physical needs of an 8 year old boy with 
multiple special needs including Autism, 
seizure disorder, global developmental de
lay and bone disorder. FTLOCS provided 
the family with this specialized equipment 
which is not covered by AADL.

“Thank you so much for helping us purchase 
the stroller for our child! No words can express 
how grateful we are! Your help makes our 
child's life a bit easier. Thank you!" – Mom

Funding in the amount of $2,917.81 was 
provided to Nellie McClung School (Cal
gary Board of Education) to take Grades 4 to 
6 special needs students on a 3day Mental 
Health Retreat Camp.

As life is very challenging for families and 
their children diagnosed with mental health 
illnesses a team of teachers, therapists, sup
port workers developed this plan to bring 
mental health learning, life skills and joy to 
the lives of these children.  

FTLOCS provided $959.48 in funding the 
cost of specialized formula such as Neocate/ 
Neosure to four infants that required this 
high nutrition formula. This lifesustaining 
product is vital for infants that are suffering 
from a failure to thrive as well as a variety of 
medical issues; lung deformities, a congeni
tal heart defect, milk/soy allergies.  Requests 
for assistance come from families with a low 
income who are struggling financially and 
faced with many medical expenses or do not 
qualify for Child Health Benefits.

Girls at the Rawnaq Middle School

Students at Santafe Patuca School, Honduras
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Orphanage in Chandragiri, Odisha, India

“HOW LOVELY TO THINK THAT NO ONE NEED 
WAIT A MOMENT; WE CAN START NOW, START 
SLOWLY CHANGING THE WORLD!”  
– Anne Frank (diary entry, 1944)

(Ashid Bahl)


